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CLAIMS 



We claim: 
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1 . A method for exchanging data between at least one merchant site and at least one 
partner site across an interconnected computer networkVthe at least one merchant site employing 
a merchant database format and the at least one partner site employing a partner database format, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a clearinghouse site in commutation with the at least one merchant site and 
the at least one partner site; 

providing at least one translator on th(£ clearinghouse site for converting data compliant 
with the merchant database format into data compliant with the partner database format; 

receiving on the clearinghouse site a first set of data from the at least one merchant site, 
the first set of data being compliant withythe merchant database format; 

converting on the clearinghouse site with the at least one translator the first set of data 
into a second set of data compliant with the partner database format; and 

sending from the clearinghouse site the second set of data to the at least one partner site. 
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2. The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of employing a clearinghouse 
site database format on the clearinghouse site, and using a merchant database format that is 
compliant with the clearinghouse database format. 

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
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providing at least one further translator on the clearinghouse site for converting 
data compliant with the partner database format into dats/compliant with the merchant database 
format; 

receiving on the clearinghouse site afaiird set of data from the at least one partner 
site, the third set of data being compliant with the/partner database format; 

converting on the clearinghouse site with the at least one further translator the 
third set of data into a fourth set of data compliant with the merchant database format; and 

sending from the clearinghouse site the fourth set of data to the at least one 

merchant site. 

4. The method of clainV 3 further comprising the steps of employing a clearinghouse 
site database format on the clearinghouse site, and using a partner database format that is 
compliant with the clearinghouse database format. 



\\ 15 5. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of using product information 

O data for the first and secong sets of data. 
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6. The method of claim 3 further comprising the step of using transaction data for 
the third and fourth sets of data. 

7. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of linking a user to at least one 
merchant site from/the at least one partner site via the clearinghouse site. 
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8. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of providing a processor and a 

storage device on the clearinghouse site, the forage device being in communication with the 

r 

processor. 



5 9. The method of claim 8 fumher comprising the step of storing the at least one 

translator on the storage device, and using the processor to process the at least one translator. 

10. The method of claim 1 mirther comprising the step of providing a promotion on 
the at least one partner site for displawg product information of the at least one merchant site. 



1 1 . The method of claip 1 further comprising the step of storing the first set of data 
on the clearing house site. 
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12. The method of claim 3 further comprising the step of storing the first and third 
sets of data on the clearing house site. 
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13. The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of sending a third set of data 
from the at least one merchant site to the clearinghouse site, the third set of data being compliant 
with the merchant database format, using product information data for the first and second sets of 
data, and using transaction data for the third set of data. 
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14. The method of claim 13 further comprising the step of providing a commission 
payment from the at least one merchant site to/the at least one partner site based on the third set 
of data, the commission payment being pro^ssed by the clearinghouse site. 



15. A system for managing sets/of data across an interconnected computer network, 




the system comprising: 



at least one merchant site employing a merchant database format, the merchant site 
enabling a user to conduct a transaction on the merchant site; 

at least one partner site /employing a partner database format different from the merchant 
i,3 10 database format, the at leas/ one partner site having at least one of a link to the at least one 
merchant site and a display of transactional information from the at least one merchant site, the 
j'" display of transactional/mformation enabling a user to conduct a transaction with the at least one 

merchant site on the aft least one partner site; and 
l!0 a clearinghouse site in communication with the at least one merchant site and the at least 

15 one partner site, ihe clearinghouse site having at least one translator to convert a first set of data 
i,8f compliant witl/ the merchant database format into a second set of data compliant with the partner 

database format, the clearinghouse site also capable of sending the second set of data to the at 
least one partner site. 

20 16. The system^df claim 15 wherein the clearinghouse site employs a clearinghouse 

site database forajaf; and the merchant database format is compliant with the clearinghouse 
database for 
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17. The system of claim 15 wherein the clearinghouse siie further includes at least 
one further translator to convert a third set of data compliant with the partner database format 
into a fourth set of data compliant with the merchant database format, the clearinghouse site also 
capable of sending the fourth set of data to the at least one merchant site. 

5 / 

18. The system of claim 17 wherein the cleapighouse site employs a clearinghouse 
site database format, and the partner database forrr/at is compliant with the clearinghouse 
database format. 

10 19. The system of claim 15 wherejA the first and second sets of data are product 

« information data. 

- 20. The system of claim 17 ^herein the third and fourth sets of data are transaction 



data. 



21. The system of claim 15 further comprising a link to at least one merchant site 
from the at least one partner sire via the clearinghouse site. 

22. The system /of claim 15 wherein the clearinghouse site further comprises a 
20 processor and a storage device in communication with the processor. 



23. The system of claim 22 wherein the at least one translator is stored on the storage 
device and is processed by the processor. 



mcoonnell boehnen 
hulbert & berghoff 
300 south wacker drive 
chicago, illinois 60606 
telephone (312) 913-0001 



55 



24. The system of claim 15 further comprising a promotion placed on the at least one 
partner site for displaying product information of the at least one merchant site. 

5 25. The system of claim 15 wherein the clearinghouse site is capable of receiving a 

third set of data from the at least one merchant site/the third set of data being compliant with the 
merchant database format, the first and second sejts of data are product information data, and the 
third set of data is transaction data. 

10 26. The system of claim 25 further comprising a commission payment from the at 

least one merchant site to the at least one partner site based on the third set of data, the 
commission payment being processed by the clearinghouse site. 

27. The system of claim A 5 wherein the clearinghouse site is capable of receiving a 
15 third set of data from the at least one merchant site, the third set of data including transaction 

data in the form of an image sgurce request, and the first and second set of data are product 
information data. 

28. The system or claim 27 further comprising a commission payment from the at 
20 least one merchant site to the at least one partner site based on the third set of data, the 

commission payment being processed by the clearinghouse site. 
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29. The system of claim 15 wherein/the storage device comprises a set of instructions 
to track transaction data between the at least one partner site and the at least one merchant site. 

30. The system of claim 15 wherein the user completes a transaction on the at least 
5 one merchant site. 

31. The system of claim/l5 wherein the user completes a transaction with the at least 
one merchant site on the at least one partner site. 

10 32. The system oi claim 15 wherein the user completes a transaction on the at least 

one merchant site and the at least one partner site. 
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33. A system for managing sets of data across an interconnected computer network, 



the system comprising: 

4 15 at least one merchant site employing a merchant database format, the merchant site 

u enabling a user to conduct a transaction on the merchant site; 

at least one partner site /employing a partner database format different from the merchant 
database format, the at least one partner site having at least one of a link to the at least one 
merchant site and a display of transactional information from the at least one merchant site, the 
20 display of transactional information enabling a user to conduct a transaction with the at least one 
merchant site on the at least one partner site; and 

a clearinghouse site An communication with the at least one merchant site and the at least 
one partner site, the clearinghouse site having at least one translator to convert a first set of data 
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compliant with the partner database format into a second set of data compliant with the merchant 
database formaJ< he clearinghouse site also capable of sending the second set of data to the at 
£/4east one merchant site. 
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,22. A method for exchanging data betwfeen at least one merchant site and at least one 
partner site across an interconnected computer network, the at least one merchant site employing 
a merchant database format and the at least ope partner site employing a partner database format, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a clearinghouse site vfi communication with the at least one merchant site and 
the at least one partner site; 

providing at least one translator on the clearinghouse site for converting data compliant 
with the partner database format/into data compliant with the merchant database format; 

receiving on the clearinghouse site a first set of data from the at least one partner site, the 
first set of data being compliant with the partner database format; 

converting on the clearinghouse site with the at least one translator the first set of data 
into a second set of data compliant with the merchant database format; and 

sending fron/ the clearinghouse site the second set of data to the at least one merchant 

site. 
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